Watching and Waiting: Conducting
Ethnographic Research
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The Plan

Investigate the antecedents to Yearling sale
price at auction

Keeneland September 2008 Yearling Sale
— September 8 — 23, 2008

Combine qualitative and quantitative data

Take a networks perspective- show that
networks data contributes to performance (S)



Preliminary Results

e Pilot study conducted in Spring 2007 with
Keeneland September 2007 data.

* Looked at the idea of “signals”- actions of
other participants in market are visible-
choices and actions that are made in the
market are based on perceptions of the goods

offered that are shared and public (white 1981,
Podolny 1993)




e In other words, people look at
what other people are doing to
get an idea of what they should
be doing.

— Various players involved here:

e Buyers, Sellers, Consignors, Agents,
Trainers, Vets, etc

Preliminary Results, cont.

T INC.
BRERETON C. JONES, AGENT
Barn 12

Monday, September 8, 20
Hip N, Sex _Sire Dam
___013 F. Maria's Mon / Pocho's Dream Gid
___ 031 C. silver Deputy / Road to the Ball
___136 <C. Eddington / Betty's Solutions
__ 183 C. Indian Charlie / Ghazo
___ 194 F. Haran's Holiday / Henderson Band
Juesday, September 9, 2008
HipNo. Sex Sire Dam

53 F. Distorted Humor / Qutscurce
311 C. Harlan's Holiday / Strollin Slew
367 F. Indian Charlie / Another Vegetarian
Dixie Union / Bells for Marlin

Thank you for your interes! in our consigniment!




l So, what do people pay for?

e They want: Quality, Reputation, and Status

— Quality: Does this animal have the makings of a
good race horse?

— Reputation: Am | going to get screwed over by the
person selling this horse?

— Status: Are my friends going to think I’'m special
because | own this horse?



But what is the real story?

e |nteresting, strong results, but needed a way to
make some sense of the regression results- once
we have a sample size of 5,555 everything in the
regression model is going to be significant!

* Need some other data to help interpret what is
really going on- or else get trapped in a sea of
P<.05-ness.

— Sutton and Rafaeli- use qualitative data to help explain
unexpected negative relationship
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The Data

Keeneland September
Yearling Sale
4899 m&;fn:mn HAVA ALPHABET SOUP. Brseder, Adena Springs

Fl&_%m e §12.500; oer 12,500, Dosage: [1-2-5-2.0) DE: 1.22;
2007 Sales Wilge: T oiL, 6 i, $6,950 avg. (30.08, XBF 0.56), $6,500 med., $12.000 high, $2,000 low

2007 Swiws Vrige: 54 Oft, 42 5, §48,551 V. (8436, XSF 4.85), 526,000 med., §250,000 high, 1,200 kw.
2006 Salea 2yos: 12 ofl, 8 skd, $54,375 avg. (7221, XSF 5.44), §20,500 med., §220,000 high, $4,000 low.
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49[]0 MEALTON Uiﬂn_'}llin by INTIMIDATOR—NEALTON CAT by MOUNTAN CAT. Breader, Keih L.

%W‘MMF& $1,500; 2006 Stud Fee: §1,500. Dosage: (S6-7-1-1); Di: 254;
inferictaton w' Mountaln Carl e o |
Sons of Gone West w’ Mountain Cat manes 16‘!!‘5%1?’0‘. 13 sten, 6w (400), 1 sup o (T%), 0 EWa.
Sons of 45 8, 9 WIMS (SER), T #up TS (1078 G SWe (9%),
mmhd.nonuunem\'m

18t dam:

Mealhon Cat, 1906 Gr o R, by Mounkain Cat. 13 strts, 3 wins [3, swmmn]wzmlmmp Bl Rag#
1541, DTKEEJAN $22,000 Consignor: mmmmmm Keith A, Asmyssen.

7—Naalton West, . by Infimicialor.

"05—Sipped.

H«mrwmmmm CshvukangmkhleL A
OSTEXALIG $3,500 Consignor. Asmussen Horsa %ﬂﬁ hering Asmusser.
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Keeneland Catalog Page

Thoroughbred Times Buyers Guide



Date: 09/24/2008
Time: 11:18:18

Keeneland Association, !nc:

Repository System
(By Hip - All Content)
2008 September Yearling Sale
Session 8 Only

Hip# Seg# Date Out Tima In Tima Person
legrbor'l; 18258 Cuntl;;ﬁ; Name: Taylor Made Sales Aq-lncy

Taylor Mada Sales Agancy, Agent LXVI

Vot. Flrm

2517 14288  9/16/2008 8:3T:00AM 9:41:.00 AM Hammaock, Phillip D. FERGUSON, HAMMOCK, BONENCLARK
2517 14207  9M6/2008 8:49:00 AMB 9:04:29 AM  Stephans, David H, WEEMS & STEPHENS EQUINE HOSPITAL
2517 14058  9/M15/2008 5:35:00 PM8 5:38:26 PM  Santschi, Ellizabeth EQUINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

2517 13988  @M15/2008 4:54:00PM 4:58:00 PM  Foll, Allison FOIL EQUINE

Consignor #; 2837 Conslgnor Name: Mill Ridge Sales

Mill Ridge Sales, Agent

2518 14322 9/16/2008  10:01:00 AM 10:05:00 AM  Chovanes, Michael CHOVANES, MICHAEL

2518 14153 9/16/2008 8:16:00 AMB 8:47:43 AM  Prichard, Michael EQUINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

2518 14148 9/16/2008 8:06:00 AM  8:15:00 AM  Prichard, Michasl EQUINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

2518 14125 8/15/2008 6:39:00PM  6:44:00 PM  Traver, Douglas S. TRAVER, DOUGLAS S.

2518 14066  9/15/2008 5:40:00 PM8 5:54:17 PM  Baker, William WOODFORD VET. CLINIC

2518 13829 /1572008 331.00 PMB 3:40.38 PM  Hammuck, Phillip D, FERGUSON, HAMMOCK, BONENCLARK

Consignor # 8601

c

Name: Br

kdale Sales

Brocokdale Sales, Agent for Audley Farm

2518 14333 SM6/2008 10:05:00 AM 10:13:08 AM  Chovanes, Michael CHOVANES, MICHAEL

2519 14242 9/16/2008 916:00 AM 9:19:00 AM  Hore, Michael HAGYARD-DAVIDSON-MCGEE

2519 14185 6/16/2008 8:37:00 AMB 8:51:63 AM Chase, James P. DELAWARE EQUINE

2519 13966 9/16/2008 4:35:00 PM 8 4:42:40 PM  Santschl, Elizabeth EQUINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

2519 13910 8/15/2008 4:00:00 PM 8 4:08:20 PM  Hammock, Phillip D. FERGUSON, HAMMOCK, BONENCLARK
2519 13724 9/15/2008 2:30:00PM  2:48:00 PM TEIGLAND, FRANKLIM, & BROKKEN

Consignor #: 118446 C

Name: P

Sheltow, Jacqueline

t Sales

Paramount Sales, Agent Ill

2520 14686 911672008 1:20:00 PMB 1:20:18 PM  Poole, Barbara POOLE. BARBARA
2520 14272 9/16/2008 9:31:00 AM 8 9.51:07 AM  Mays, Richard MAYS RICHARD
2520 14236  9/16/2008 9:14:00 AMB 9:21:50 AM  Chase, James P, DELAWARE EQUINE
2620 13803  9/16/2008 3:13:00FPM8 3:20;38 PM  Mays, Richard MAYS RICHARD

Consignor #: 676 Consignor Name: Adana Springs
) Property of Adena Springs, Hidden Brook, Agent
3:23:00PM 3:26:00 PM Worden, Patrick
Name: P i Sales
Paramount Sales, Agent XLV
2522 14129 9/15/2008 6:45:00 PFM  6:48:00 PM  Traver, Douglas S.
Consignor #: 18885 Conslgnor Name: Judy Klosterman

Judy Klosterman, Agent for Langsem Farm Inc.

2521 13815
Consignor # 119446

9/15/2008
[» 'v

EQUINE MEDICAL CENTER OF OCALA

TRAVER, DOUGLAS S.




And to add even more...

e Combine the three sources of quantitative
data with qualitative data gathered during the
Keeneland sale.

e Sol set out to “do” some research

— Wanted to observe the behaviors that were
important to those on the inside: what are these
consignors looking for?!



Why bother?

. Well...

— Need total immersion in the world you are
studying- the only way to really “know” the
culture.

— Need to get the native’s point of view- find out
how those “inside” view their world

— Also, great way to build theory- “Grounded
Theory” (Glaser and Strauss)



The researchers’ toolkit

* Time

* Patience

e |ntimate Knowledge of “Murphys Law”

e Ability to “go hungry” (literally or figuratively!)
 Toughness

 The ability to learn languages (...)

e Ohyeah, and a camera, audio recorder, video
camera, pen and paper, etc etc...

 Ajungle guide is also helpful... more on that later!



Time

Ahh Sunrise.... Aaaannddd... Sunset!



Patience




Wherever | was, he was not...



"




Ok, not always







“Synovitis and capsulitis without
disturbance of articular cartilage
or disruption of major supporting
structures.”

“Recurrent Laryngeal Hemiplegia”



“He’s got a little bit of knee, but he
walks through it...”

“Well, he doesn’t really belong here, but
where else are we going to put him?”



“She’s got ‘the eye’”

III

“Walks like she’s on a treadmil



s” 4
|
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“Got no hip”



Ok, not really... but it sure wouéd eéshéelbe®n nice to know what they were saying!



inally

And f




In your bag...

%

G982 G019 Glool  GAOT




Finding people

e Stand around and wait
e Ask for referrals

e And then stand around some more....



Asking questions

* Introduction — what you are doing
 Permission to record?
e Start with life history/ background

e 3 types of questions (from Spradley):
— Descriptive: What do you do here?
— Structured: What kinds of questions do buyers ask
you?
— Contrast: What’s the difference between a “Book
2” horse and a “Book 4” horse?



Interviewing

 Have a definite plan of what you’re going to
ask...

 But be prepared to toss that all away, or go in
a new direction! You might not find out what

you need to know until you’re in the middle of
the process...



Interviewing

e Keep notes throughout the day, but also try to

go over your daily records and try to make
some sense of it all.

 Try to look for patterns in the information you

are getting- get an idea of where you should
look going forward



Interviewing

e Last tip: Practice using your equipment before
you start interviewing!

— See previous on “Murphys Law”



#4690 Bay Colt.
Successful Appeal/Better Be Sure,
Sells Today,Barn 12.
Blandford Stud,Agent.
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All 2008 Keeneland
September Sale yearlings
were foaled, raised or
prepared on Margaux Farm

Ask to see . . .

¥ Complete Health History y
¥ Growth and Development Charts
¥ C. B.A. Forms '

{ Baccari Racing i

Baccari Racing

DILL OR NO DILL BON ON s P

VICTORY TRIP
MORE THAN A FANTASY

y
AIRDEA S0






	Watching and Waiting: Conducting Ethnographic Research
	Slide Number 2
	The Plan
	Preliminary Results
	Preliminary Results, cont.
	So, what do people pay for?
	But what is the real story?
	The Data
	And even more data sources…
	And to add even more…
	Why bother?
	The researchers’ toolkit
	Time
	Patience
	    Intimate Knowledge of Murphys Law
	Ability to “go hungry”
	Ok, not always…
	Toughness
	The Ability to Learn Languages
	The Ability to Learn Languages
	The Ability to Learn Languages
	The Ability to Learn Languages
	The Ability to Learn Languages
	And finally…
	In your bag…
	Finding people
	Asking questions
	Interviewing
	Interviewing
	Interviewing
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

