



SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS

12-23 July, 2004 (two week course / 35 hrs)
10am-13:30pm

Instructor 

Steve Borgatti, Dept. of Organization Studies, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 USA. E-mail: borgatts@bc.edu. 
Required Texts & Software
Wasserman, S. and Faust, K. Social Network Analysis: Methods and Applications. Cambridge University Press, 1994.

Borgatti, Everett and Freeman. 2002. UCINET 6 for Windows. Harvard: Analytic Technologies. The program is available on the web at www.analytictech.com. It is free for 30 days. 
Recommended Texts

Scott, J. Social Network Analysis.  Newbury Park CA: Sage, 2000.

Hanneman, R. Introduction to Social Networks. Online book free on the web at http://www.analytictech.com/networks.pdf
Links

· SNA instructional website. http://www.analytictech.com/networks
· Professional association for social network researchers. http://www.sfu.ca/~insna/
· Ph.D. course by Borgatti. http://www.analytictech.com/mb874
· Ph.D. course by Marsden. http://icg.harvard.edu/~soc275/syllabus/
Course Description

There has been a dramatic rise in the use of social network analysis over the last decade.  The availability of standard texts and robust software has undoubtedly contributed to this increase.  Social network analysis focuses on the relationships between actors and acknowledges that an individual's behaviour is influenced by those around them.  Actors and their actions are viewed as interdependent rather than independent units.  This view means that the unit of analysis is not the individual, but an entity consisting of the individuals and the linkages connecting them.  This will be a practical course focused around the collection and analysis of network data.  The course is centred on the software packages UCINET and NetDraw. We shall look at the description and visualisation of network data and consider issues of validity and representation.  We will then focus on uncovering structural properties of individual actors and the detection and description of groups.  Finally we will consider how to test network hypothesis.
Topics & Readings
The schedule of assignments, along with links to reading materials, are available on the web at:


www.analytictech.com/essex/schedule.htm
Please note that the schedule is updated daily while the course is in session, so please check it every night. 
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